CALVIN  S   SEIZURE   OF   POWER

upon a unified creed and a unified practice for the new
Church. But when have the logical and the natural
swayed the course of history? Instead of a worldwide
and united Protestant Church, a number of petty
Churches sprang up all over the place. Wittenburg
would not hear a word of the theology of Zurich. Geneva
repudiated the practices of Berne. Each town wished to
have a Reformation of its own, in the Zuricher, Bernese,
or Genevese fashion. In every crisis, the nationalist
arrogance of the European States was prophetically
foreshadowed on a small scale in the arrogance of the
cantonal spirit. In acrimonious disputations, in theolo-
gical hair-splittings and tracts, Luther, Zwingli,
Melanchthon, Bucer, Karlstadt, and the rest of them,
now proceeded to squander the energies which had
served, so long as they held together, to undermine the
gigantic structure of the Ecclesia Universalis. Farel was
absolutely impotent in Geneva when he contemplated
the ruins of the old order; this being the typical tragedy
of one who has embraced the mission assigned to him by
history, but is unequal to the duties that are imposed on
him as a consequence of acceptance.

It was in a happy hour that the man who had been
so luckless as to triumph, heard, by chance, that Calvin,
the famous Jehan Calvin, was staying for a day in
Geneva on his way home from Savoy. Farel hastened to
call at the inn where Calvin put up, to ask the leader's
advice and help as regards the work of reconstruction.
For although Calvin was no more than six-and-twenty,
being thus two decades younger than Farel, he already
had uncontested authority. The son of an episcopal tax-
gatherer and notary, born at Noyon in Picardy, educated
(as Erasmus and Loyola had been) under the strict
disciplines of Montagu College, being first intended for
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